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Text published with this image: 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was elected in 1932 by a large majority of the voters who were unhappy with Herbert Hoover’s handling of the crisis of the Great Depression. Hoover’s adherence to traditional economic doctrine, and his belief that the economy could eventually correct itself had become unpopular with the American people.. Roosevelt showed a willingness to not only experiment with economic solutions, but also to try to fundamentally change American government to better protect the people. The New Deal focused on the “Three Rs”: Relief, Recovery and Reform. At the same time that many Americans approved of relief efforts, there were also many who felt that the New Deal was unconstitutional and represented an unwarranted expansion of Federal power. The Supreme Court declared much of the New Deal unconstitutional based on the idea that the market should not be manipulated by government regulation.
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Caption from The Atlantic: "Raising a flag over the Reichstag" the famous photograph by Yevgeny Khaldei, taken on May 2, 1945. The photo shows Soviet soldiers raising the flag of the Soviet Union on top of the German Reichstag building following the Battle of Berlin. The moment was actually a re-enactment of an earlier flag-raising, and the photo was embroiled in controversy over the identities of the soldiers, the photographer, and some significant photo editing. More about this image from Wikipedia. (Yevgeny Khaldei/LOC)
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Sail on, O Ship of State!
Sail on, O Union, strong and great!
Humanity with all its fears,
With all the hopes of future years,
Is hanging breathless on thy fate!
—Longfellow.
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