
Style: Schemes and Tropes 
AP Language and Composition 

 

You will not see all of the following schemes or tropes in all of your readings; however, you will see a balance among 

them in most of the texts we read.   

 

Remember—while identification of these schemes and tropes is important, analysis and evaluation of their use (I.E. Why 

does an author use them?  How does it help his/her overall argument) is the key. 

 

SCHEMES 

 

1. Schemes of Balance 

 
 

2. Schemes of Unusual or Inverted Word Order 

 
 

3. Schemes of Omission 

 

 
 

 



4. Schemes of Repetition 

 

 

 



TROPES 

 

1. Tropes of Comparison 

 

 
 

2. Tropes of Word Play 

 

 
 



 

 
 

3. Tropes of Exaggeration  

 

 



 

 
 


